Ophthalmologic procedures in the emergency department.
Ophthalmologic emergencies account for up to 3% of visits to emergency departments in the United States. Although isolated ocular complaints are rarely life-threatening, they can lead to significant short- and long-term morbidity, including permanent visual loss. The role of the emergency physician in management of ocular emergencies is similar to that for other chief complaints: to recognize and diagnose emergency conditions, to provide appropriate initial therapy, and to ensure correct disposition. This article reviews several of the essential ophthalmologic procedures that are within the scope of emergency medical practice. Slit lamp examination, foreign body removal, use of ultrasound, tonometry, and other emergency ophthalmologic procedures are discussed.